IFIP SUPPORTERS^{sion in connection with difficult problems}

of computational biology. This is another area well represented in South America, especially in Chile, by Prof. Baeza-Yates and colleagues. Two excellent invited talks were in this area: Prof. Apostolico talked about string statistics problems, and Prof. Watermann spoke about difficult and far-from-well-understood problems of probability distributions for sequence alignment scores.

The Future of LATIN

After the first LATIN conference, it was not easy to arrange a successor; however, the situation now seems to be settled. LATIN’97, which will be held in Campinas, Brazil, has already been announced.

An SG14 business meeting was held during the LATIN’95 conference. The main goal was to discuss with representatives of the South American theoretical computer science community what could be done to support fundamental research in South America. Money, of course, is a big problem in that part of the world — but also lack of publishing possibilities, especially in Spanish. The South American theoretical community has been closely tied to either North America or to Europe. Most of their Ph.D.s have studied in those parts of the world. SG14 is greatly concerned with helping this community to find its own identity and place in the world of theoretical computer science.

People in Chile like to emphasize that they live in the most remote corner of the world; however, Chile is a fascinating country that lies on three continents and is trying to make a big leap into the 21st century.

I^{n the June IFIP Newsletter (page 5),}

we listed four companies that had recently provided data processing equipment for the new IFIP headquarters in Laxenburg, Austria. Following are brief descriptions of three of the companies, provided by their representatives.

Compaq Computer Corporation

Compaq Computer Corporation is the world’s largest supplier of personal computers, offering desktop PCs, portable PCs, and servers.

Founded in 1982, Compaq sells and supports its products in more than 100 countries through a network of more than 38 000 Compaq marketing partners. These partners include dealers, specialized resellers, network integrators, systems integrators and government systems integrators, value-added resellers, distributors, authorized third-party maintainers, and authorized retailers. In the United States, the company also sells directly through Compaq DirectPlus.

Wholly-owned sales and marketing subsidiaries are located in 34 countries, and manufacturing facilities exist in five countries. The company has over 14 000 employees world-wide.

In 1994, Compaq became the world’s Number 1 PC company.

Digital Equipment Corporation

Founded in 1957, Digital Equipment is a leading worldwide supplier of networked computer systems, software, and services. Digital pioneered and leads the industry in interactive, distributed, and multivendor computing. An international company, Digital does more than half of its business outside the United States, developing and manufacturing products and providing customer services in the Americas, Europe, Asia, and the Pacific Rim.

Digital offers a full range of desktop, client/server, production, and mainframe systems for multivendor computing environments. Applications include transaction processing, data management, telecommunications, finance, realtime data acquisition and control, vector processing, education, publishing, manufacturing, software development, and health care.

NEC NEC was founded in 1899 as the Nippon Electric Company, Ltd., the first joint Japanese venture with foreign capital. Its major products and services are in the areas of communications systems and equipment, computers and industrial electronic systems, electron devices, home entertainment electronics, and household appliances. In the field of communications, NEC manufactures products ranging from cellular mobile telephones to satellite communications and digital switching systems for telephones. In the computer and semiconductor fields, NEC makes a host of products, including supercomputers, mainframes, PCs, distributed systems, high-capacity DRAM and flash memory chips, RISC microprocessors, and color LCD displays.

NEC views “C&C” (computers and communications) as the cornerstone of its activity, striving to help advance societies worldwide toward deepened mutual understanding and the fulfillment of human potential.

NEC employs approximately 150 000 people worldwide, in nearly 90 companies in Japan and 35 companies overseas.

LATIN’95 continued from page 6

ysis of fast and space-efficient data structures. Prof. Joachim von zur Gathen (D) showed how fast one can perform exponentiation in finite fields, one of the crucial problems in modern cryptography.

Parallel and distributed computing is another hot area in which it is clear that much more theoretical research is badly needed. This area was also well represented at LATIN’95. One of the invited talks, by Prof. Scherson, presented progress in one area still not well understood: load balancing in distributed systems. Several papers dealt with cellular automata and neural networks, one of the oldest and, yet, newest areas in which ideas of parallelism have been investigated in various forms. This area is also well represented in Chile, in the group of Prof. Goles.

Stringology and text-processing algorithms comprise an old area of research that has acquired a radically new dimen-

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE and SPECIALIST GROUP CHAIRMEN

TC2: R. Kurki-Suonio SF 95–97 TC3: P. Bollerslev DK 91–96 TC5: T. Mikami J 93–96 TC6: O. Spaniol D 92–97 TC7: P. Kall CH 95–98 TC8: G.B. Davis USA 89–95 TC9: K. Brunnstein D 89–95 TC10: E. Hörbst A 93–96 TC11: B. von Solms ZA 94–98 TC12: R.A. Meersman NL 89–95 TC13: B. Shackel GB 89–95 SG14: J. Gruska SK 89–95 SG15: M. Novak GB 93–96