Who’s Who in IFIP: PROF. BRIAN SHACKEL

“From Classics to Computing in a Random Walk”

[We strive to publish biographies of IFIP officers while they are still active in our Federation. For various reasons, however, we sometimes miss the opportunity. Prof. Brian Shackel, chairman of the Technical Committee on Human–Computer Interaction (TC13), completes his sixth year in office in 1995 and thus is ineligible for reappointment. Although he will no longer serve as TC13 chair after the September General Assembly in Calgary, he plans to remain active in TC13. Since his biography is enjoyable reading, we print it, more or less as it was given to us. — Ed.]

P^{rof. Shackel, born in Kidbrooke,}

Kent, England, was one of a fortunate group ordered to go into the British armed services shortly before the end of World War II (in his case, as an RAF navigator) but directed in April 1944 (two months before D-Day) not to report as instructed but to go to the university, where the young men had won scholarships. So he went to Cambridge, graduating in Classics. He then performed deferred national service, spending three happy years as a naval instructor officer, playing cricket, refereeing rugby, and learning how to teach.

After a year as a preparatory-school teacher (while his wife, Penni, completed her training as an occupational therapist), he returned to Cambridge to read Psychology. He then joined the Medical Research Council’s Applied Psychology Research Unit in l952, which led to ergonomics and human factors. In l954, he founded and built up the Ergonomics Department at EMI Electronics Ltd. (now Thorn–EMI), which still flourishes and is the oldest ergonomics unit in European industry. It was at EMI that he first became involved with computers, and, from 1958 to 1960, he redesigned the operating consoles of both the EMIac analog computer and the EMIdec 2400 digital computer (the largest all-transistor computer in the world at that time).

In l969, Prof. Shackel took up his current post as Professor of Ergonomics at the University of Technology, Loughborough, where he established, in 1970, the HUSAT (Human Sciences and Advanced Technology) Research Centre. This has developed many major research programs, supported by U.K. and European Community funding. HUSAT has a total staff of over 60 and, in 1989, was designated the HUSAT Research Institute — the largest research professional societies. He has also consulted for major corporations.

Now that he has retired as Professor Emeritus and is about to retire from the TC13 chair, he expects to see more of his family. His wife Penni is still a relaxation therapist. His son Nick is a teacher of mathematics, son Julian is an industrial designer, and daughter Francesca is a registered nurse. Prof. Shackel hopes now to have more time for his erstwhile hobby of photography, and he wants to explore the WorldWide Web properly.

LATIN’95 continued from page 1

María, of Valparaíso. Both the International Program Committee and Organizing Committee were co-chaired by Prof. Ricardo Baeza-Yates and Prof. Eric Goles from the Universidad de Chile.

The program of LATIN’95 consisted of 38 presentations (selected from 68 submissions) by 131 authors from 22 countries. This demonstrates that the LATIN conference has a well-established international position. In addition, excellent invited talks were given by Professors Alberto Apostolico (I/USA), Josep Diaz (E), J. Ian Munro (CDN), Isaac Scherson (USA), and Mike Watermann (USA). The program committee consisted of 30 specialists from 14 countries, 10 of them from South America. The orientation of the program was broad, with emphasis on algorithms and complexity issues. Other areas with a large number of papers included parallel and distributed computing, automata theory (especially cellular automata), and the logic of programming.

Design and Analysis of Algorithms

The design and analysis of algorithms is still one of the most active and fruitful areas of theoretical computer investigations and was well represented at LATIN’95. Prof. Diaz, in his invited talk, surveyed recent results in one of the hot topics — design of parallel approximation algorithms for NP-complete problems. The basic question is when and how much can parallelism and randomization help. Prof. Munro presented a very fine anal-

continued on page 7 and consultancy institute in Europe in the field of human–computer interaction. Prof. Shackel was also Dean of the School of Human and Environmental Studies (1978–81) and for ten years (1972–82) head of the Department of Human Sciences.

His work in IFIP began in the late 1970s in Working Group 6.3 (Man–Computer Communication), which was reconstituted under his chairmanship early in 1981. WG6.3 was transformed into a Task Group on Human–Computer Interaction (HCI) in 1982. The first IFIP international conference on HCI, entitled INTERACT’84, was organized under his chairmanship. The status of IFIP work on HCI was changed at the 1989 IFIP General Assembly, when the Task Group was re-constituted as TC13.

Prof. Shackel has published over 100 papers and several books, including Applied Ergonomics Handbook (Ed.), Man–Computer Communication, Man–Computer Interaction (Ed.), Human–Computer Interaction (Ed.), and Human Factors for Informatics Usability (co-Ed.).

He is a Fellow of the British Psychological Society, an Honorary Fellow of the Ergonomics Society, and a Fellow of the Human Factors Society (U.S.A.). His awards include the Distinguished Foreign Colleague Award of the Human Factors Society and the Bartlett Medal (the highest award) of the Ergonomics Society. He has been president of the Ergonomics Society and served in many other capacities in