I F I P

newsletter

International Federation for Information Processing

Editor:

Dr. Jack L. Rosenfeld

Distributed by

Chapman & Hall

Vol. 12, no. 3; September 1995

TC10 Plans State-of-the-Art Seminar in India Next January

Theoretical Computer-Science Conference Helps Interaction of South America with International Community

by Prof. Jozef Gruska (SK) *

T^{he conference LATIN’95 (Latin}

American Theoretical INformatics) was held in Valparaíso, Chile, April 3–7, 1995, in conjunction with the second South American Workshop on String Processing. LATIN’95 continued the tradition started by LATIN’92, organized in Sao Paulo, Brazil. The aim of these conferences is to provide a high-level forum for theoretical computer science research in Latin America and to promote a strong and healthy interaction with the international scientific community. The IFIP Specialist Group on Foundations of Computer Science (SG14), by supporting and sponsoring both LATIN conferences, has been strongly encouraging the South American theoretical computer science community to develop a major conference by which it could identify itself.

Some 133 participants from 24 countries attended the conference, 83 of whom were from South America (64 of those from Chile). The rest were predominately from North America and Europe. Funding obtained from UNESCO through IFIP helped to make participation possible for quite a few theoreticians from South American countries. Good attendance from both South America and Europe have been very encouraging.

The local arrangements were handled by the Universidad Técnica Federico Santa

* SG14 chairman

continued on page 6

A^{t the March IFIP Council meeting}

in New York, the chairman of the IFIP Technical Committee on Computer Systems Technology (TC10), Prof. Egon Hörbst (A), announced that TC10 would conduct a state-of-the-art seminar in India on computer hardware design. He described how India had requested TC10 to prepare such a seminar back in 1993, but, for a variety of reasons (e.g., lack of funds from Unesco or India and difficulty in communication), little progress had been made. Prof. Carlos Delgado-Kloos (E), vicechairman of TC10, who had been working hard to organize the seminar, was ready to give up. The Council, however, encouraged TC10 to persevere, and Prof. Hörbst said that TC10 funds would be used to help support the project. (This is the sort of activity for which the TC Funds are intended.)

Prof. Delgado-Kloos has announced the following (tentative) information about the seminar:

• title: Hardware Specification, Verification, and Synthesis • venue: Bangalore, India • date: January 1996, in conjunction with two conferences: VLSI’96 (3–6 January) and APCHDL’96 (8–10 January) • lecturers:

- Prof. Luc Claesen (B) on SFG-Trac-ing: A Practical Formal Verification Method and Its Application to Behavioral Synthesis Verification - Prof. Werner Damm (D) on Formal Verification of VHDL-Based Hardware Designs - Prof. Nikil Dutt (USA) on High-Level Synthesis - Prof. George Milne (AUS) on Techniques for Asynchronous Hardware Description and Verification - Dr. P. Subramanyam (USA) on Design of Embedded Systems - Prof. Ed Clarke (USA) on Automatic Verification of Sequential Circuit Designs

State-of-the-art seminars were conducted by TC2 (Software: Theory and Practice) in 1989, 1992, and 1994 in Brazil, India, and Macao. Such seminars serve to advance IFIP’s mission by bringing current scientific expertise to developing countries (during the seminars as well as before and after, when IFIP experts visit institutions in the host countries) and producing books or notes that can disseminate knowledge throughout the world. (Royalties from such publications can also help IFIP fulfill its mission in developing countries.) It is hoped that the seminars can be held in other locations, since the effort required to repeat a seminar is less than that involved in preparing it for the first time.

We wish TC10 great success in this endeavor.

CONTENTS

State-of-the-Art Seminar in India ...............1 Theoretical Comp. Sci. Conf. in Chile.......1 New IFIP Secretariat Opened Officially ...2 IFIP Role in Developing Countries ...........3 Details of IFIP Congress ’96 .....................4 Broadband Communications .......................5 Who’s Who in IFIP: Prof. Brian Shackel .6 Descriptions of IFIP Supporters ................7 Personal Wireless Communications............8 Corruption and Computerization ..............10 Annual TC10 Meeting in Munich ............12

National Abbreviations..............................11 Future IFIP Meetings ...............................15 Calls for Papers .........................................15 Calendar of Events ....................................16