GA continued from page 5

Other Matters

Mr. Nedkov reported on the move of the Secretariat to Laxenburg. Although he had to work single-handedly for several months after his assistant quit in April, he was optimistic about the future. He pointed out that facilities exist in Laxenburg for small meetings of TCs and other IFIP groups (up to 14 people). He also demonstrated to the TA the new IFIP WorldWide Web home page, which he had organized. The address is now http://www.ifip.or.at. Mr. Nedkov urged all TCs, Member societies, and other bodies related to IFIP that have home pages to inform him, in order that he can create links in the IFIP pages to the others. He also pleaded that all concerned send him address changes. The information in the IFIP Bulletin is in electronic form and should be available to the IFIP community from the IFIP database server once the legal (privacy) aspects have been investigated and resolved. In addition, the Marketing Committee requested that the Secretariat continually place changes in addresses, new appointments, and similar material on-line, and that the Secretariat send e-mail messages quarterly to the IFIP community, listing those whose addresses and other information have changed during the quarter. Because of this, there will no longer be a “Changes in IFIP” column in the Newsletter. Problems still remain to be solved regarding the databases of IFIP events and financial information, which have yet to be installed in Laxenburg.

The GA revisited the issue of an IFIP press officer, an effort that has failed twice in the past few years. Because IFIP is the only truly international body in the information processing field, its work and announcements should be broadly disseminated. The GA encouraged frequent issuing of press releases, with timely, significant statements. Member societies are urged to come forward with suggestions, which should be distributed to GA representatives well in advance of the meetings (in order that the representatives have an opportunity to consult their national societies, TCs, or other constituencies). President-elect Bauknecht announced that he would appoint a press officer.

A significant discussion concerning the role of the TA began, in part, because of complaints of too much repetition in the GA of material already presented in the TA. The TA was originally intended to be a body in which TC chairs could discuss mutual problems and strategic issues related to the technical activity of IFIP.

As the TA has evolved, more and more is discussed there, including publications, finances, and marketing. Recently, it was recommended that all GA members attend the TA meeting, in order that TC chairs not need to repeat anything during the GA. Nonetheless, some believe there is still too much overlap. A variety of suggestions were voiced, including abolishing the TA and discussing all the TA issues in the GA, restricting attendance at the TA to TC chairs and very few other individuals, abolishing TC reports to the GA, maintaining the TA as the forum of the TCs and keeping the GA as the forum of the Member societies, and requiring all reports to be distributed to the GA well in advance. Prof. Bauknecht appointed a task force to study this issue.

Mr. Nedkov, in his role as IFIP–UNESCO Liaison Officer, noted that increased support had recently been received from

UNESCO. He reported that a dossier on

IFIP had been prepared for UNESCO’s upcoming evaluation of NGOs with official status. In addition, Bulgaria had prepared a resolution and submitted it to UNESCO to encourage changing IFIP’s status from “B” to “A” and providing a grant of $50�000 (U.S.) to ensure a stronger participation from developing and Eastern European countries in IFIP Congress ’96. Also, UNIDO has granted IFIP a consultative status.

Additional matters discussed include these:

• A proposal by the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) to form an International Union of Computing Science and Informatics was discussed (see the article on page 10).

• Silver Core and Outstanding Service Awards were bestowed (see the article on page 2). • The IFIP statutes and bylaws were revised according to proposals made previously: TC membership is now open to specialists not serving as national representatives; all SGs are now provisional; Special Interest Groups may be formed (now officially); the procedure for modifying bylaws is now easier; and the voting rights in the GA of ex-officio members are now more clearly explained.

• It was noted that new chairs for eight of the thirteen TCs and SGs will have been named during 1995. This tremendous change in one year is a cause for concern. • It was also noted that several major IFIP Member nations were not represented at the GA.

• The luncheon for the presidents of Member societies, previously held during IFIP Congresses ’92 and ’94, in Madrid and Hamburg, respectively, will be an annual event.

At the close of the GA, President-elect Bauknecht presented President Rolstadås with a gift from IFIP (a painting) to thank him for the leadership he had shown during his term in office and to recognize the progress IFIP had undergone during those three years.

Finally, President Rolstadås thanked CIPS, the Canadian host society — especially Mr. Ken Chapman, who was responsible for the arrangements — for the flawless organization of the meetings and the lavish hospitality shown. (Although the social program far exceeded the IFIP guidelines, none of the participants was heard to complain!)

Professors Rolstadås (left) and Bauknecht