• Prof. Gordon Davis (USA), chairman of the TC on Information Systems (TC8), announced that work has begun on a monograph, Information Management as Organization Function and Academic Discipline, which will define the field of information systems or information management in organizations, both as an organization function and an academic discipline.

• A book is being written by the WG on User Interface Engineering (WG2.7/13.4): Design Principles for Interactive Software. • A project to help developing countries gain access to e-mail was described. It will be discussed in a future Newsletter.

IFIP Congresses

Four IFIP Congresses were touched upon in Calgary. Prof. Wilfried Brauer (D), then an IFIP trustee, reported on behalf of the Congress ’94 (Hamburg) Organizing Committee that it anticipated paying soon the amount it owed IFIP. He estimated that the expense for each delegate had amounted to approximately 1000 German marks (about 1300 Swiss francs). It was also announced that the anticipated white papers elaborating on the “Congress Message” produced for Congress ’94 (see articles on page 7 of the December 1994 Newsletter and page 8 of the March 1995 Newsletter) would not be published, because most of the “Issue Champions” had been unable to create them.

A discussion of Congress ’96, to be held in September in Canberra, Australia, is on page 3.

Prof. Egon Hörbst (A), co-chairman of the International Program Committee (IPC) for Congress ’96, was appointed by President-elect Bauknecht, as chairman of the IPC for Congress ’98 (to be held in August in Vienna and Budapest). Prof. Hörbst announced that the format of the Congress would be similar to that of Congress ’96: namely, the Congress will comprise several simultaneous world conferences, each arranged by a separate IPC. Tentative topics are security, computers for people with special needs, knowledge rights, telecommunications, teleteaching, and collaborative work. The difficulties of organizing a Congress with two venues, like Congress ’80 in Tokyo and Melbourne, were discussed, and it was decided to increase the planned length of Congress ’98 from three to four days. Dr. Roger Johnson, the representative of CEPIS (Council of European Professional Informatics Societies), as well as the representative of the U.K., announced that CEPIS was interested in cooperating with

IFIP to encourage good attendance by Europeans at the Congress.

Finally, the GA deferred decision on selecting the site of Congress 2000. Invitations to hold the Congress in Beijing or Tokyo had been received from the Chinese and Japanese IFIP Member societies. After their representatives had presented the proposals, Prof. Ashley Goldsworthy (AUS), an IFIP vicepresident, proposed that the Congress be held partly in one of the cities and partly in the other. The GA voted to encourage the two contending Member societies to plan a joint Congress and to present their joint proposal to the March 1996 IFIP Council in Johannesburg, South Africa. Should the two parties be unable to agree by the end of November (after this Newsletter has been sent to the printer), or should Council find the joint proposal unacceptable, Council was empowered to select one of the original proposals; however, the GA indicated that it would prefer that a mail ballot of Members be conducted to select the site.

Finances

Because the present financial status of IFIP is relatively healthy, the discussion of finances occupied less time than usual. Mr. Aage Melbye (DK), IFIP’s treasurer, presented his usual careful report. The main points are the following:

• A slight deficit (25 000 Swiss francs [25K CHF]) is budgeted for 1996. Before the GA, a small surplus was anticipated; however, last-minute requests for change resulted in the planned deficit. • A surplus of 50–100K CHF is anticipated for 1995. This compares with a budgeted deficit of 100K CHF. • In June, IFIP’s assets were approximately 1300K CHF.

• In June, The TCs with the largest TC Fund balances were TC10, TC6, and TC8. These funds make up 24% of the general fund.

• It appears that expenses for running the Laxenburg Secretariat will be lower than those to run the Geneva Secretariat, as was anticipated. • The official currency of IFIP will remain the Swiss franc, and the official seat will remain in Switzerland.

New Officers and New Members

The following GA representatives were elected vice-presidents: Prof. Brauer and Prof. Goldsworthy for three-year terms, and Mr. Geoff Fairall (ZW) for a one-year term. The following were elected trustees: Mr. Moshe Gotlieb (IL), Dr. Walter

Grafendorfer (A), and Dr. Johnson for three-year terms, and Mr. Christopher Guy (ZA) for a two-year term.

Also, the GA unanimously elected Dr. Jack Rosenfeld (USA), who is editor of the Newsletter, to be an Individual Member. (The IFIP statutes specify, “Any individual may be admitted as an Individual Member in recognition of his contribution to the Federation and the Information Processing field.”) Dr. Rosenfeld is the ninth Individual Member admitted by IFIP but the only one not previously a GA representative of a Member society.

Dr. Jack Rosenfeld, new Individual Member

Mr. Melbye announced his intention not to seek reelection as treasurer at the 1996 GA. Because of the difficulty in transferring the management of the databases of IFIP events and financial information from Geneva to Laxenburg, the Executive Board decided to extend his contract as a consultant to the end of 1995. The Executive Board is especially concerned with the succession of IFIP treasurers and secretaries. Since these officers have extensive knowledge and skills, the sudden loss of which could be damaging to IFIP, the Executive Board is studying plans for ensuring that there are always individuals who could serve as interim treasurer or secretary should the need arise.

The three nations admitted to membership by the 1994 GA are still not formally members of IFIP, since they have not paid their dues. The GA agreed to allow them one more year to officially join IFIP (the dues must be paid, and a representative must attend the GA). No new applications for membership have been received, despite the interest expressed by several Eastern European delegates to IFIP Congress ’94.

continued on page 6