KEYNOTE SPEAKERS ARE ANNOUNCED FOR IFIP CONGRESS ’96

Tutorial Program Is Also Described

Prof. Luc Steels Prof. Wolfgang Wahlster Prof. Raj Reddy Mr. Hijime Sasaki

P^{rof. Egon Hörbst (A), co-chairman}

of the International Program Committee for IFIP Congress ’96, recently announced the four Congress keynote speakers.

Prof. Luc Steels (B) will speak on Artificial Life and Real-World Computing. He is director of the AI laboratory of the Free University of Brussels and past-chairman of the University’s Computer Science Department. The AI lab is well known in Europe, the U.S., and Japan for its pioneering work on tools for knowledge representation, and, more recently, for its work on robot societies and artificial life. Prof. Steels is involved in numerous projects with industry and ESPRIT, the European Union’s R&D program. Since 1986, he has been working on the application of complex dynamics to the construction of intelligent autonomous agents. He has published ten books, including textbooks on LISP and knowledge systems.

The address by Prof. Wolfgang Wahlster (D) will be Speech Recognition and Translation — Towards Speech-to-Speech Translation for Mobile Telecommunication. Prof. Wahlster is Professor of Computer Science at the University of Saarbruecken, Germany, and a Scientific Director of the German Research Center for Artificial Intelligence, a European center of excellence for innovative information technology solutions. Since 1993, he has led the VERBMOBIL project, the largest consortium for speech translation worldwide. Prof. Wahlster has published more than 150 technical papers on human language technology and intelligent user interfaces. His current research includes intelligent multimedia interfaces, user modeling, intelligent help systems, and plan recognition.

Prof. Raj Reddy (USA) will discuss Grand Challenges in Artificial Intelligence. He is Dean of the School of Computer Science at Carnegie Mellon University and the Herbert A. Simon University Professor of Computer Science and Robotics. Prof. Reddy joined Carnegie Mellon’s Department of Computer Science in 1969 and served as Director of the Robotics Institute from 1979 to 1992. His research interests include the study of human-computer interaction and artificial intelligence. His current research projects include speech recognition and understanding systems; collaborative writing, design, and planning; JIT learning technologies; and the Automated Machine Shop project. His professional honors include the Turing Award this year and the French Legion of Honor, presented by President Mitterrand in 1984.

The fourth keynote speaker, Mr. Hajime Sasaki (J), will talk on Trends of Flat Panel Displays in the Multimedia Age. Mr. Sasaki is Executive Vice-President of NEC Corporation, responsible for the entire operation of electronic devices, including microelectronics and flat panel displays. He has been involved in the research and development of VLSI systems and the management of the microelectronics business of NEC. He has published numerous papers in the scientific media and participated in the organization of international conferences, such as the ISSCC and VLSI symposia. He served as Organizing Chairman of the IFIP VLSI Conference in Tokyo in 1985.

Tutorials

The Congress will also have an exciting tutorial program. Prof. Robert Meersman (NL), chairman of the Tutorial Committee, announced that there will be eight tutorials, each a half day long. They will take place 30 and 31 August, the Friday and Saturday preceding the Congress. Each will be held both in Sydney and Melbourne, Australia (the Congress itself will take place in Canberra).

The speakers and their topics are as follows:

Dr. John Zeleznikow (AUS): Computer Tools for Legal and Management Professionals Mr. Jim Melton (USA): SQL3: An Update on the Emerging Standard Prof. Luc Steels (B) (also a keynote speaker): Software Agents and Electronic Commerce Prof. Brian Shackel (GB) (former chair of IFIP’s Technical Committee 13): The Business Benefits of Information Technology Usability: “The Business Case” of Human Factors in IT

The remaining tutorials will be announced in the near future.

The Congress, which will take place 2–6 September 1996 in Canberra, will consist of three individual conferences, as described in the IFIP Newsletter in June (page 1) and September (page 4). Information about submitting papers can be found on page 12 of this issue. For additional information, please communicate with the organizers:

Secretariat, IFIP Congress ’96 c/o Australian Convention and Travel Services G.P.O. Box 2200 Canberra, ACT 2601, Australia tel: +61 6 257 3299, fax: +61 6 257 3256 e-mail: ifip96@act.acs.org.au http://acslink.net.au/∼tomw/ifip96br.html