I F I P

newsletter

International Federation for Information Processing

Editor:

Dr. Jack L. Rosenfeld

Distributed by

Chapman & Hall

Vol. 12, no. 4; December 1995

WORLD CONFERENCE ON COMPUTERS IN EDUCATION HELD IN BIRMINGHAM

by Mr. Brian Samways (GB)*

CONFERENCE ON INFORMATION SECURITY HELD IN SOUTH AFRICA

by Prof. Basie von Solms (ZA)**

I^{FIP/Sec 95, organized by the IFIP}

Technical Committee on Security and Protection in Information Processing (TC11), took place 8–12 May 1995 in Cape Town, South Africa, and was attended by more than 250 delegates. About 120 delegates, representing 22 different countries, came from outside South Africa.

IFIP/Sec 95 was preceded by a day of workshops and tutorials organized by four Working Groups (WGs) of TC11. The conference itself, which started 9 May, consisted of morning and afternoon plenary sessions each day, in which two invited speakers gave presentations, followed by 2 tracks of refereed papers. In total, 40 refereed papers were scheduled,

** chairman of TC11

continued on page 11

T^{he Sixth World Conference on}

Computers in Education took place in Birmingham, England 23–28 July 1995, twenty-five years after the first WCCE, held in Amsterdam in 1970. It was organized under the chairmanship of Mr. Brian Samways, the U.K. representative to the IFIP Technical Committee on Education (TC3). The event, which was hosted by Aston University, attracted over 1500 participants from 65 different countries. Although this is a significant number (by comparison, IFIP Congress ’94 in Hamburg had 1150 participants), it is far less than the 2500 that attended the prior WCCE in Sydney, Australia, in 1990. Quite surprising was the delegation of over 20 from Iceland and the large numbers from Southeast Asia, especially Australia, New Zealand, and Malaysia.

There were over 400 different presentations, including lectures, posters, demonstrations, and panels. The Call for Papers attracted over 600 submissions, each of which was reviewed by three independent reviewers in different countries. A crosssection of 100 papers was published in the Conference proceedings.

* secretary of TC3

In addition to the presentations, the International Programme Committee provided opportunities for delegates to discuss, to talk, to exchange ideas — in other words, for this to be an active conference. Two aspects that worked well were the Theme Breakfasts, at which delegates created their own groups, and the Barge Breakfasts, where delegates signed up with an expert and traveled along the canals of Birmingham in the early morning.

Introductory Tours and Professional Groups

One new feature was the “Introductory Guided Tour,” designed for the first-time WCCE delegate. With the help of an IFIP expert, each group of nine delegates met at the opening reception and planned its attendance at the various parallel sessions on the first morning, discussed the program over lunch, and continued as a group during the rest of the day. About 150 people participated. This activity was a major success — in fact, many of the groups continued together throughout the week.

Another innovation was the creation of IFIP Professional Groups. These 16 small groups of delegates, set up under the six TC3 Working Groups (WGs), met throughout the week and, in addition to reporting back to the conference on the last day, contributed to a “Post–Conference Report.” The ideas may well help set future plans for TC3 and its WGs, and may lead to the creation of new WGs. Some of these groups were so successful that delegates devoted all their time to them and didn’t attend the other Con-

continued on page 2

CONTENTS

Conference on Computers in Education.....1 Conference on Information Security ..........1 IFIP�Honors Its Volunteers ........................2 New IFIP Supporters..................................2 Keynote Speakers for Congress ’96 ...........3 General Assembly Meets in Calgary..........4 Publications ..................................................7 Video Tapes on Information Systems ........8 EU and UNESCO Assisted Eastern

Europeans to Attend INTERACT’95 .....9 International Union of

Computing Science and Informatics.....10 New IFIP Committee Chairs....................10 IFAC ’96 on CD–ROM ............................11

Future IFIP Meetings ...............................12 Calls for Papers .........................................12 National Abbreviations..............................12 Calendar of Events ....................................16

GREETINGS

At this time of holidays and the new year, we send greetings to all our IFIP friends and wish all of you joyful holidays and a year of peace, health, and happiness. Editor