-- --

IEEE P1003.2 Draft 11.2 - September 1991

Copyright � 1991 by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc. 345 East 47th Street New York, NY 10017, USA All rights reserved as an unpublished work.

This is an unapproved and unpublished IEEE Standards Draft, subject to change. The publication, distribution, or copying of this draft, as well as all derivative works based on this draft, is expressly prohibited except as set forth below.

Permission is hereby granted for IEEE Standards Committee participants to reproduce this document for purposes of IEEE standardization activities only, and subject to the restrictions contained herein.

Permission is hereby also granted for member bodies and technical committees of ISO and IEC to reproduce this document for purposes of developing a national position, subject to the restrictions contained herein.

Permission is hereby also granted to the preceding entities to make limited copies of this document in an electronic form only for the stated activities.

The following restrictions apply to reproducing or transmitting the document in any form: 1) all copies or portions thereof must identify the document’s IEEE project number and draft number, and must be accompanied by this entire notice in a prominent location; 2) no portion of this document may be redistributed in any modified or abridged form without the prior approval of the IEEE Standards Department.

Other entities seeking permission to reproduce this document, or any portion thereof, for standardization or other activities, must contact the IEEE Standards Department for the appropriate license.

Use of information contained in this unapproved draft is at your own risk.

IEEE Standards Department Copyright and Permissions 445 Hoes Lane, P.O. Box 1331 Piscataway, NJ 08855-1331, USA +1 (908) 562-3800 +1 (908) 562-1571 [FAX]

-- --

P1003.2/D11.2

Annex E (inform ative)

Rationale and Notes

1 This annex summarizes the deliberations of the IEEE P1003.2 Working Group, 2 the committee charged by the IEEE Computer Society’s Technical Committee on 3 Operating Systems and Operational Environments with devising an interface 4 standard for a shell and related utilities to support and extend POSIX. 1.

5 The annex is being published along with the standard to assist in the process of 6 review. It contains historical information concerning the contents of the standard 7 and why features were included or discarded by the Working Group. It also con- 8 tains notes of interest to application programmers on recommended programming 9 practices, emphasizing the consequences of some aspects of the standard that may 10 not be immediately apparent.

11 Just as this standard relies on the knowledge of architecture, history, and 12 definitions from the POSIX. 1, so does this annex. The reader is referred to the 13 Rationale and Notes appendix of POSIX. 1 for background material and biblio- 14 graphic information about UNIX systems in general and POSIX specifically, which 15 will not be duplicated here.

16 E.1 General

17 Editor’s Note: The text of the Rationale for this section has been temporarily 18 located in Section 1, adjacent to the text it is explaining. The text will return to 19 this annex after the completion of balloting.

20 E.1.1 Scope

21 E.1.2 Normative References

Copyright � 1991 IEEE. All rights reserved. This is an unapproved IEEE Standards Draft, subject to change.

E.1 General 829

P1003.2/D11.2 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY—POSIX

22 E.1.3 Conformance

23 E.2 Terminology and General Requirements

24 Editor’s Note: The text of the Rationale for this section has been temporarily 25 located in Section 2, adjacent to the text it is explaining. The text will return to 26 this annex after the completion of balloting.

27 E.2.1 Conventions

28 E.2.2 Definitions

29 E.2.3 Built-in Utilities

30 E.2.4 Character Set

31 E.2.5 Locale

32 E.2.6 Environment Variables

33 E.2.7 Required Files

34 E.2.8 Regular Expression Notation

35 E.2.9 Dependencies on Other Standards

36 E.2.10 Utility Conventions

37 E.2.11 Utility Description Defaults

38 E.2.12 File Format Notation

Copyright � 1991 IEEE. All rights reserved. This is an unapproved IEEE Standards Draft, subject to change.

830 E Rationale and Notes