TC10 Holds Annual Meeting in Great Style in Munich

by Mr. Ron Waxman (USA) *

T^{he annual meeting of the IFIP}

Technical Committee on Computer Systems Technology (TC10), hosted by Siemens in Munich– Neuperlach, Germany, was held March 14–15, 1995. The meeting was well attended by the national representatives from 11 countries, leaders of 3 of the TC Working Groups, and guests. Notable among the guests was Prof. Robert Piloty (D), who founded TC10 in 1977.

Some items addressed by the meeting attendees included a report from Prof. Egon Hörbst (A), the TC chairman, on the healthy status of the TC, Aims and Scope of the TC, plans for future activities, Special Interest Groups, budget, and membership. A major discussion topic was IFIP Congress ’96 (Prof. Hörbst is cochairman of the International Program

* U.S. representative to TC10

Committee (IPC)). The general feeling was that the inclusion of TC chairs in the IPC is an important and beneficial step to help develop the conference program. [For further information, see the article about the Congress on page 4. — Ed.] A second major topic dealt with the new publication agreement with Chapman & Hall, under which an attempt will be made to have final conference publications (in the form of books and/or CD-ROMs) available at the conferences. Discussion of the new TC10 Special Interest Groups (SIGs) was also lively. There are two SIGs within the TC10 Working Group on Design and Engineering of Electronic Systems (WG10.5). This WG was newly formed by a merger of former WGs 10.2 and 10.5. The new SIGs are on VHDL and Codesign. The expectation is that the SIGs will contribute much to the vitality of the TC and to IFIP in general.

Festive Dinner

The attendees and guests at the meeting were hosted for a festive dinner the night of March 14 by Gesellschaft für Informatik (GI), the German Member of IFIP, with Dr. Hermann Rampacher, director of GI, and Prof. Wilfried Brauer (D), IFIP vice-president, acting for IFIP. The invited guests were Prof. Piloty and Prof. Friedrich Bauer (D), former representative from Germany to the IFIP General Assembly and TC2. The dinner was held at the castle of Kaltenberg, owned by Prince Luitpold of Bavaria, located near Munich. The Prince arrived during dinner to address the dinner party, and stayed to speak with several of the attendees and enjoy the festivities.

Musical Accompaniment

The dinner, arranged by Prof. Hörbst, was accompanied by a small group of musicians playing various stringed instruments from the locality and by a Bavarian band composed of various kinds of horns and drums. The band greeted the TC10 group at the entrance to the castle and led them down a road to the castle, where the group was escorted through the Prince’s brewery, located under the castle, and then to dinner. The photograph on this page shows Prince Luitpold and Prof. Piloty, as the latter points to a portrait of King Ludwig of Bavaria, who lived some 150 years ago. The portrait was painted by Prof. Piloty’s great-grandfather, who was a famous painter in Ludwig’s time. As the evening ended, the band sent the party up the road to their waiting bus to the sound of more wonderful music.

The second meeting day included a tour of Siemens’ research facilities and a visit to the German Technical Museum in Munich. Prof. Bauer, who played a major role in the development of the new section of the museum dealing with computers and computation, guided the TC10 group through that section and provided fascinating commentary.

Professor Piloty (left) and Prince Luitpold.