Who’s Who in IFIP: PROF. OTTO SPANIOL_{TECHNICAL COMMITTEE}

and SPECIALIST GROUP CHAIRMEN

TC2: R. Kurki-Suonio SF 95–97 TC3: P. Bollerslev DK 91–96 TC5: T. Mikami J 93–96 TC6: O. Spaniol D 92–97 TC7: P. Kall CH 95–98 TC8: B. Glasson AUS 96–98 TC9: P. Jaervinen SF 96–98 TC10: E. Hörbst A 93–96 TC11: B. von Solms ZA 94–98 TC12: L. Carlucci-Aiello I 96–98 TC13: J. Hammond AUS 95–98 SG14: J. Gruska SK 89–95

P^{rof. Dr. Otto Spaniol, the chairman}

of the IFIP Technical Committee on Communication Systems (TC6), was born in 1945 in the very small village of Otzanhausen, Germany, some 50 km from Luxemburg. He studied mathematics and physics at the University of Saarbruecken from 1964 to 1968, after which he engaged in research and teaching, as an Assistant professor in the Computer Science Department of the University until 1976. Moving to Bonn, he served as Associate Professor at the University until 1981, specializing in the area of operating systems. For 3 years, he was a full Professor at the University of Frankfurt, also in operating systems, after which he moved to the Aachen University of Technology, specializing in communication systems.

Prof. Spaniol has a particular interest in interdisciplinary activities, encouraging intensive cooperation among the departments of Electrical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, and Philosophy. His main areas of interest in research and engineering are distributed systems, modeling and evaluation of computer systems, and network management. Almost all activities are related to communication systems — in particular, high-speed networks and mobile communication. A newly developed interest is in distance learning.

He has engaged in a variety of consulting activities in Germany for ministries, industry, and other organizations, in particular the European Union in Brussels.

He is also the author of books, research articles, and encyclopedia articles, as well as the coeditor of computer science journals.

He has been a Governor of ICCC (International Council for Computer Communication) since 1992.

Within the German Computer Society (Gesellschaft für Informatik), he is a member of many committees of different interest groups. He served as chairman of the computer networks group for 6 years.

For 8 years, the maximum possible time, he served as chairman of the computer science section of the German Research Council (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft), and it is this position of which he is most proud, since this is conferred by an anonymous vote of all German computer science professors.

His affiliation with IFIP began in 1983, when he was named German member of TC6. He was chosen as TC6 chair in 1992. In that year, he also received the IFIP Silver Core Award.

In his spare time, Prof. Spaniol enjoys bicycling, especially with members of his department, which has won more than 50 trophies (not for speed, but for number of participants or perhaps for weight). Another source of relaxation is shortwave radio listening. Last, but not least, he is an enthusiast of satirical reviews, which he emulates with his own contributions, such as humorous lectures and a regular satirical column in a scientific(!) Germanlanguage journal, written under the pseudonym-anagram “Alois Potton.” He and his wife Renate are parents of a son, Marc.

CONGRESSES continued from page 2

Computers Helping People with Special Needs — ICCHP’98. This is another repeat; see the March Newsletter, page 9. Intellectual Property Rights — Know- Right ’98. Another repeat; see the March Newsletter, page 7. Basic Research in Information Technol- ogy Telecooperation

There will be a concerted effort to involve young participants, from secondary schools and universities. Two days of tutorials will precede the Congress as well as follow it. The calls for papers will be issued in September 1997.

Congress 2000

IFIP Congress 2000, as announced previously, will be held in Beijing, China. Chairs of the IPC and OC will be appointed soon. The Information Processing Society of Japan (IPSJ) had been the other contender for the Congress site, and Mr. Masanori Ozeki (J) expressed disappointment that the IPSJ proposal for a virtual two-site Congress, in which electronic means of communication would have been used to give the delegates in Tokyo and Beijing the impression that all events were occurring at a single virtual site, had not been adopted. He regretted that there had been insufficient time for negotiations between Japan and China regarding this proposal.

Congress 2002

Bids to host IFIP Congress 2002 will be solicited in September at the IFIP General Assembly.

At the Council Reception in Johannesburg

Trustee Guy (ZA) welcomes participants (upper left); President Bauknecht (CH) responds (upper right); TC12 Chair Carlucci-Aiello (I, upper center) listens, as do TC13 Chair Hammond (AUS) and Trustee Glenn (CDN).