COUNCIL continued from previous page

IFIP products rests with the chairs of the TCs and International Program Committees. The problem of WGs organizing events without approval of their TC chairs or IFIP was discussed. Such a practice is forbidden and can lead to events of low quality. It was recognized, however, that under special circumstances, WGs or other IFIP bodies should be assisted in quickly organizing events. Although no plans exist for the further discussion of this topic in the TA, some feel that a process for improving the quality of IFIP products is essential for the future of IFIP.

Other Activities

Prof. Kurt Bauknecht (CH), president of IFIP, opened the Council meeting with the following observations:

IFIP is growing into an interactive system. It is gradually becoming open and responsive to external developments and influences. We are overcoming old patterns that IFIP and its bodies should perform technical work in an atmosphere of a private club of IT professionals.…We have come a long way in providing better services to our Members by establishing new communication and information channels via the Internet and WorldWide Web. Many new list servers and home pages were created, giving greater access to the IFIP products and influencing the IFIP decision-making process in a positive way.…In outlining the challenges that are ahead of us, I should like to stress the following: • Create stronger links with our Member societies and provide extended services to the IFIP community. • Offer consultancy and advisory missions to Members and international organizations. • Create improved operations through simple and clear guidelines. • Emphasize the need for links between events, publications, and project development. • Ensure a successful IFIP Congress ’96 in Australia. • Stress the need for a stable financial environment for IFIP technical operations. • Address “hot topics” in information processing on which the GA, on behalf of the IFIP Members, could disseminate statements and recommendations.

Mr. Graham Morris, secretary of IFIP, reported that the Brazilian Computer Society, admitted to IFIP by the 1994 GA, has now satisfied the criteria for admission; however, the other two societies admitted at that time have not. On behalf of the Statutes and Bylaws Committee, he reported the two following proposed changes: a) the designation of secretaryelect and treasurer-elect by the GA one year before the terms of office of the secretary and treasurer are due to expire, in order to prepare for the transition (and to provide backup in case the secretary or treasurer is unable to complete the term); and b) the authorization to conduct voting by e-mail, in unusual cases. The proposals were approved by the Council and will be taken up by the GA in September. Mr. Morris also mentioned possible changes to the criteria for the Silver Core Award, which may be brought to the GA in Canberra. Certain inequities have been noted (e.g., both TC chairs and GA representatives must serve for 6 years). Finally, he discussed a proposal to reduce the size of the printed Information Bulletin and rely more upon the on-line version to convey data about IFIP to its workers and the outside world.

Other significant matters that were raised in the Council include the following: • The Marketing Committee proposed a study of how well IFIP is serving its constituents, as reported on page 8. • Prof. Heinz Zemanek (A), IFIP Historian, reported on the book 35 Years of IFIP. The final deadline for contributions was to be 15 May.

• No progress was reported in the attempt to have IFIP become a member of the International Council of Scientific Unions (see the article on ICSU and IFIP on page 10 of the December 1995 IFIP Newsletter). • Mr. Plamen Nedkov Administration Manager of the Secretariat, and IFIP– UNESCO Liaison Officer, reported increased contacts with UNESCO and the expectation that significant funds would be available to support delegates to IFIP Congress ’96 from developing countries and Eastern Europe. In addition, support from the European Commission is being sought for the same purpose.

• It was proposed that, in order to encourage developing countries to host Council and GA meetings, that IFIP provide financial assistance for this purpose. • It was observed that a significantly increased number of women were present at the Council and now hold leadership roles in IFIP: Mrs. Glenn, a trustee, Prof. Carlucci-Aiello, chair of TC12, and Mrs. Judy Hammond (AUS), chair of TC13 (Human–Computer Interaction).

This Council meeting was unique in that it was organized by one man, Mr. Christopher Guy, the South African representative to IFIP, and that the financial support was given by the IBM Corporation, Mr. Guy’s employer. This extended even to the welcoming reception, which was financed by IBM and IFIP’s TC11. All in attendance were grateful for the efforts of Mr. Guy.

SEMINAR IN INDIA cont. from page 1

ties exceeding 2^{1000} states. This lecture provided the mathematical foundation of a state-of-the-art design tool for formally verifying VHDL-based (VHDL = logic hardware description language) hardware designs. The presentation was complemented by verification results on industrial integrated-circuit designs carried out with the design tool.

Prof. Nikil Dutt (USA) spoke on High- Level Synthesis. This lecture summarized the basic concepts and results developed for high-level synthesis using a hardware definition language as the input language. It described a design methodology that can be used to integrate high-level synthesis tools with existing design-automation methods at the logic and layout levels. The lecture also discussed the problems encountered when benchmarking different synthesis tools, and a technique for normalizing such comparisons.

Dr. Masahiro Fujita (J) spoke on Practical Techniques of Formal Verification. This lecture concentrated on two rather practical formal verification techniques: Boolean comparison and model checking. Sometimes, circuits of 10�000 gates or more can be verified by Boolean comparison in a couple of minutes. Two actual cases of model checking were reported, and several important points for its effective use checking were discussed.

Dr. P.A. Subrahmanyam (USA) spoke on Hardware-Software (Co)-Design of Embedded Systems. This lecture discussed the issues that are involved in the design of embedded systems having both hardware and software components. The steps involved in designing such systems and the technologies that are needed were discussed.

Approximately 80 participants attended, the majority coming from India. Mr. S.D. Sherlekar was the local organizer.