IFIP COUNCIL MEETS IN JOHANNESBURG

T^{he IFIP Council met in Jo-}

hannesburg, South Africa, 6–7 March, preceded by three days of meetings of the Executive Board, Technical Assembly, and various committees. The meetings were most notable for the favorable reports on finances, and the lack of controversy.

Finances

We begin this report with the good news about the state of IFIP’s finances. Mr. Aage Melbye (DK), our treasurer, reported that the surplus of income over expenses for 1995 was 160 thousand Swiss francs (160K CHF). Factors bringing about this positive result included decreased expenses of the IFIP Secretariat, resulting from the move to Laxenburg, Austria, from Geneva, Switzerland, increased return on the IFIP investments, and increased proceeds from activities. The 1995 surplus was a surprise when one considers that the 1995 budget predicted a deficit of 100K CHF, and the treasurer estimated a surplus of only 50–100K CHF last September. This surplus resulted in total IFIP funds of 1462K CHF, a new record. Of this, 22% is reserved for Technical Committee (TC) funds, amounts set aside for TCs to use more or less at their discretion. The TCs with the largest funds are TC6 (100K CHF), TC10 (97K), and TC8 (49K).

A major factor affecting the expenses of the Secretariat was the decrease in mailing costs. Many of those in contact with the Secretariat have noticed the dramatically increased reliance on e-mail and the WorldWide Web for communicating with the IFIP community. As a result of this and other economies, the Secretariat expenses decreased from 392K CHF in 1994 to 292K in 1995, despite the additional expenses necessitated by the move to Laxenburg. Consequently, the Secretariat budget for 1996 was reduced (reflecting the penalty one occasionally pays for increased efficiency). A compensatory increase in the President’s reserve was made, to handle emergencies.

Notable Technical Activities

Two TCs reported plans for forming new Working Groups (WGs): one in TC3 (Education), on Information Technology in Educational Management, and three in TC6 (Communication Systems), on Intelligent Networks, on Wireless Communications, and on Communication Systems for Developing Countries. The dissolution of WG6.5 on Upper-Layer Protocols, Architectures, and Applications, which was to be effective in April, was also announced, as well as the temporary disbanding of WG10.6 on Neural Computer Systems. A new name, High Speed Networking, was given to WG6.4 (formerly Local and Metropolitan Communication Systems).

The report of TC8 (Information Systems) outlined a modification of their annual meeting structure: The executive group (officers, WG chairs, and a member at large) meets for half a day prior to the full TC8 meeting, to discuss past activity. Later, this is reported to the full meeting. As a result, a half day has been available for strategic planning. The 1995 and 1996 meetings included a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats). Prof. Bernard Glasson (AUS), chair of TC8, offered the following observation in his report:

I believe that the field of Information Systems (IS) is at an interesting stage of its development. As a scientific discipline, it has reached a point where it will either grow or fragment. IS has drawn from many reference disciplines. There is sufficient critical mass for it to blossom into a substantial discipline within the domain of informatics in its own right. But the same critical mass has led to a proliferation of organisations intent on “serving” the IS research and development community, which could lead to fragmentation. [He listed several IS organizations and conferences. — Editor] As the senior servant of the IS research and development community, TC8 has to re-assess its role. … What we hope will emerge is a strategy to take TC8 beyond the year 2000.

Prof. Luigia Carlucci-Aiello (I), the new chair of TC12 (Artificial Intelligence), presented her two main goals: to strengthen the relationship between TC12 and other organizations in the AI area, perhaps by cooperating with them to organize events, and to work with other IFIP groups, e.g., to plan joint workshops and summer schools. At this time, she does not foresee organizing large conferences.

Prof. Egon Hörbst (A), chair of TC10 (Computer Systems Technology), announced that all WG chairs have been replaced.

Mrs. Patricia Glenn (CDN), chair of the task force on Harmonization and Acceptance of International Standards for Information Technology Professionals, announced plans for a workshop on this topic during IFIP Congress ’96 this September. This will be a working session, not for education. Invited are all General Assembly (GA) representatives, TC chairs who are interested in the topic, and other guests with a knowledge of trade agreements in this field. Mrs. Glenn anticipates a total attendance of over 50. A written report will be prepared.

Other noteworthy activity included the following:

• IFIP Congresses — from 1996 to 2002 — were considered by Council, as reported on page 2.

• WG10.5 (Design and Engineering of Electronic Systems) held a state-of-the-art seminar in India, which is described on page 1.

• The Namur Award, for the creation of awareness of the social implications of information technology, was presented in January, as reported on page 3. • WG14.3 (Foundations of System Specifications) is preparing a survey book, Algebraic Foundations of System Specifications, which will collect surveys and state-of-the-art reports on topics, advances, and developments in this area. • The book Ethics of Computing: Codes, Spaces for Discussion and Law, by Prof. Jacques Berleur (B) and Prof. Klaus Brunnstein (D), was scheduled for publication by Chapman & Hall (C&H), the primary IFIP publisher, in April 1996. • In the revitalization of WG5.8 (Product Specification and Product Documentation), the stress on standardization is increasing.

• In its preparation for the next World Conference on Computers in Education (WCCE 2001), TC3 is planning to initiate electronic conferences three years in advance, which will culminate in face-to-face meetings of the participants at the conference. • The TC3 book Informatics for Secondary Education: A Curriculum for Schools is being translated by UNESCO into Chinese, French, Indonesian, Japanese, Polish, Russian, and Spanish.

Some concern was expressed over the number of IFIP events. In the IFIP database, the number of events for which IFIP was the full sponsor or the main cosponsor decreased from 65 in 1994 to 48 in 1995. At present, only 27 such events are listed for 1996. We still do not know whether this reflects a trend, whether it is