INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON DISTRIBUTED PLATFORMS

by Prof. Dr. Alexander Schill (D)*

F^{rom February 27 to March 1, 1996,}

the IFIP/IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers) International Conference on Distributed Platforms (ICDP ’96) was held in Dresden, Germany. The major topic of the Conference was software solutions for advanced client/server applications in open computer networks. The Conference attendance was quite good, with almost 350 participants from more than 15 countries. Several participants came from Eastern Europe, permitting a real international dialogue on advanced client/server technology. (In addition, there were students and others not paying the full registration fee.) Industry representation was strong, with more than 50% of the participants coming from industry.

During the first day, tutorials were given by well-known international experts on workflow management, open distributed processing, mobile computing, OSF (Open Software Foundation) DCE security (distributed computing environment), OMG (Object Management Group) CORBA (common object request broker architecture), and reengineering legacy systems.

* a chair of ICDP ’96

The conference itself was opened by the prime minister of the German state of Saxony, Prof. Dr. Kurt Biedenkopf, who emphasized the importance and the opportunities of information and communication technology for the region and for the world. He also asked industry to support the younger generation to explore the emerging technologies, in order to establish a broad awareness in society.

Dr. Richard Soley (USA), vice-president and technical director of the OMG, delivered the keynote speech. In his talk on creating consensus for distributed computing, he emphasized the importance of standards, interoperability, and pragmatic, industry-driven solutions for open client/ server systems. Other invited speakers were Dr. Chris Horn (IRL) and Dr. Nigel Davies (GB), who added other relevant topics such as examples of real-world applications and new trends and developments in the mobile computing area.

The main part of the Conference consisted of 45 presentations from research and industry. Current applications of DCE and CORBA were discussed, illustrating the current status of research and development in this field. New interoperability solutions among these platforms were also outlined, and various performance studies were presented. Of specific interest were talks on computer-supported cooperative work in distributed systems. Moreover, a look to the future made clear that much research must still be done in order to enable a seamless implementation of distributed multimedia systems using client/ server standards.

The conference included two panel discussions, which touched on electronic commerce, security, mobile applications, and new application domains. Augmenting the conference was an industry presentation with about 10 different demonstrations and companies.

The primary organisers of ICDP ’96 were the IFIP Working Group on Architecture and Protocols for Computer Networks (WG6.1), IEEE Communications Society, and Dresden University of Technology.

The conference proceedings, entitled Distributed Platforms and edited by Prof. Alexander Schill, Dr. Christian Mittasch, Prof. Otto Spaniol, and Dr. Claudia Popien (all from Germany), have been published by Chapman & Hall.

AIMS AND SCOPE OF NEW WORKING GROUP ON ARCHITECTURES FOR ENTERPRISE INTEGRATION

I^{n September 1995, the IFIP Technical}

Assembly, meeting in Calgary, approved the formation of a new Working Group on Architectures for Enterprise Integration (WG5.12). Following are the Aims and Scope of this new WG.

AIMS

• To foster research into enterprise integration — in particular, enterprise reference architectures, enterprise engineering methodologies, enterprise modelling, and generic enterprise models.

• To identify theoretically sound and practically viable techniques for the process of change toward the integrated enterprise.

SCOPE

• Continue the evaluation of enterprise reference architecture proposals as they become available, and solicit additional proposals (life-cycle architectures, methodologies).

• Include in this evaluation the physical and functional description architectures of information systems (integration infrastructure architectures), as well as program architectures for complete enterprise life-cycle development and management.

• Develop and evaluate specifications and recommended manifestations for both of the above classes of enterprise reference architecture. Such specifications would include, for each phase of the enterprise life-cycle, the requisite

• architectural framework • enterprise-modelling tools and languages (language specifications, ontological theories, computer-aided enterprise-engineering tools)

• methodology for use (enterprise-en-gineering methodology) • generic building blocks and models (e.g., of intra- and inter-enterprise integration, agent-based integration, information infrastructure, organisational models, self-similar structures, and reusable industry-specific models)

The multi-disciplinary perspective of WG5.12 is expressed in the strategy of developing liaisons and co-sponsoring activities with other relevant Working Groups and Technical Committees of IFIP and other organizations that are conducting research and development in enterprise-integration technology.