THE EUROPEAN COMPUTER “DRIVING LICENCE”

by Mr. Dudley Dolan (IRL)*

DR. WILLIAM C. CARTER

We regret to announce the recent death of Dr. William C. Carter (USA), one of the founders of the Working Group on Dependable Computing and Fault Tolerance (WG10.4). He was a totally committed member of WG10.4 and had the highest respect of all his colleagues.

I^{n 1988, a report prepared by the}

Finnish Information Technology Advisory Committee concluded that “it would be beneficial for citizens to possess such facility for applying Information Technology (IT) that everyone could participate in their workplaces to the required degree…, form opinions about the use of IT in society, and benefit from the opportunities it creates.”

Research was initiated into the requirements for basic computer literacy and the potential student body. As a result, the idea of a Computer Driving Licence was first mooted in 1992, and the first such Licences were issued in 1994. To date, some 11 000 Licences have been issued in Finland. Courses are given by adult education centres, summer schools, vocational colleges, training companies, and other institutions. Permission to organize examinations and award Licenses has been granted to over 200 such schools.

The aim of the examination is to direct the study of IT-users, taking the needs of working life and the private citizen into account. Those passing the examinations show that they have the basic skills in IT widely required in today’s information society and are ready for multifunctional work using IT. The Licence certifies that the holder can perform basic tasks competently using a computer. The examination requires that the student passes seven elements, six of which are “hands on.” The one theoretical module verifies that the student has an overall picture of IT and its significance, an understanding of the basic Information Systems in operation in the student’s society, and the significance of these systems for the individual, business activity, and society. The other six modules are a “six-pack” of generally useful functions that can be performed using a computer. They consist of equipment use and data management, word processing, spreadsheets, databases, presentation and drawing, and the use of telecommunications networks (for access to e-mail, WorldWide Web pages, etc.).

It is anticipated that the introduction of a European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) will lead to increased employment opportunities for many groups of people, including the following:

* IFIP trustee, vice-chairman of the CEPIS ECDL task force

• people entering the employment market for the first time (typically, school graduates)

• people returning to the job market after a number of years absence

• unemployed people who have good levels of literacy and numeric skills but who lack the basic IT skills required to return to the workforce

• people seeking employment in other European Union countries.

The ECDL will be administered in each country by the CEPIS Member Society. (CEPIS, The Council of European Professional Informatics Societies, an Affiliate Member of IFIP, has 20 members in 17 European countries.) Training and accreditation centres will be approved, and the whole process will be automated to as high a degree as possible. It should be possible for a person to access the Internet and pass a test for renewal of the License without any human intervention. A goal is to establish procedures to ensure that the administrative load of running the scheme will be as light as possible.

One social aspect which the ECDL addresses from a European point of view is that it helps reduce the risk of a two-tier society of haves and have-nots, in which only a part of the population has access to the new technology, is comfortable using it, and can fully enjoy its benefits.

Finland, with a population of five million persons, has a target of issuing one million Licences. Currently, another nine countries in addition to Finland are working in a task force organized by CEPIS and exploring the possibilities of introducing the

ECDL to a wider audience. The other

countries involved in the task force are Austria, Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Norway, The Netherlands, Sweden, and the United Kingdom.

Assistance for the start-up of the project is being provided by the European Commission.

CEPIS hopes that the introduction of the ECDL will play a key role in raising

awareness about the use of IT and thus raise the profile of CEPIS and its Member Societies.

SYSTEM MODELLING continued from page 8

areas) attended, which did not contribute to a balanced budget.

The proceedings, System Modelling and Optimization, edited by J. Dolezal and J. Fidler and published early in 1996, contain invited papers and contributions selected during the second review phase, which took place during the conference. Originally over 400 submissions were received. Since TC7’s traditional publisher, Springer-Verlag, is no longer interested in publishing conference proceedings, the new IFIP publisher, Chapman & Hall, was contacted and showed enough flexibility to handle this case. Such a change necessitated some modifications in the usual publication process, mainly with respect to the shorter deadline for the final manuscript submission and an overall page limit. The final competition was a keen one; only one third of the presented papers could be included.

Finally, cordial thanks should be expressed to all active members of the International Program Committee, chaired by Prof. Palle Thoft-Christensen (DK), for the difficult task of soliciting the best contributions for this volume and to members of the local Organising Committee.